
6
Things to Know About 
Podcast Startup Costs


1. Equipment Costs
A single camera runs from a few 

hundred to over a thousand dollars, and 

costs compound with additional angles, 

lighting setups, and microphones for 

each speaker. Physical equipment for a 

professional-looking podcast can 

quickly run into the thousands.

2. Software and Storage 
Subscriptions
Video editing software, cloud storage for 

large 4K files, clip editing tools, and 

scheduling platforms all carry recurring 

fees. Small individually, they add 

meaningfully to total production costs 

over the course of a full podcast 

production year.

3. Time Investment
A one-hour recording can take two to 

three times as long to edit, syncing 

angles, matching color, and cleaning 

audio. Pulling social clips adds more 

time. Over a year of weekly episodes, 

editing time alone can easily exceed 

100 hours of production work.

4. The Cost of 

Getting It Wrong
Trial and error is common; the wrong 

camera, a microphone that picks up room 

echo, or washed-out lighting can require 

replacement or re-recording. Poor first 

impressions in production quality can cost 

an audience before they hear what you 

have to say.

5. DIY, Hiring Out, or a 
Done-For-You Studio
DIY puts all costs and coordination on 

you. Hiring freelancers reduces 

workload, but not necessarily total cost; 

quality and pricing vary episode to 

episode. A done-for-you studio bundles 

equipment, recording, engineering, and 

editing into a single rate.

6. Choose the Path That 
Makes Sense for You
A few episodes don't justify buying all 

the equipment. A weekly show planned 

for years may eventually warrant the 

investment. Either way, someone still 

has to edit, clip, manage files, and 

publish each week, equipment is only 

part of the total commitment.

Presented by:
TheRookeryStudio.com

Image Source:
chatgpt.com (AI-generated)


